ioS          REPERUSALS  AND  RE-COLLECTIONS

they very much care to dwell. This wisdom of the world
they find unimaginative and earthy ; it has for them a
musty taste ; if they are to feast on essences, they prefer
to sip the honey-dew of the poets and the milk of Paradise.

But for those who prefer a drier vintage, for whom
the spectacle of life as it is, stripped of its illusions,
possesses an inexhaustible fascination, for such students
of human nature there will always be a great attraction
in these profound X-rays of observation, which reveal the
bones beneath the flesh ; these acute and penetrating
phrases which puncture man's pretensions and bring
him disenflated to the earth. They find such correctives
medicinal as well, like that infusion of myrrh into the
festival goblet, which, as one of our old divines tells us,
renders the wine of life bitter, but makes it wholesome.
Those who dispense it, however, are apt to be regarded
as ill-conditioned cynics, and may even suffer the fate of
Sigier of Brabant, who, as Dante tells us, ' syllogized
unpalatable truths ' at Paris, till, on a visit to Rome,
he was assassinated by the thinkers of the Papal Court,
who held, no doubt, nobler views.

Aphorisms have also a practical value of another
kind. We frequently fall into error and folly, Dr. Johnson
tells us, ' not because the true principles of action are not
known, but because, for a time, they are not remem-
bered/ To compress, therefore, the great and obvious
rules of life into brief sentences which are not easily
forgotten is, as he said, to confer a real benefit upon us.

Although aphorisms are generally an embodiment of
common experience, their authors need by no means
always confine themselves to the pointed expression of
what other people clearly think and feel. The minds of
all of us are haunted by thoughts which have not yet
found expression, and it is often the happy fortune of the
aphorist to drag from its obscurity some such dim intuition,
or confused bit of experience ; to clothe it in words and
bring it into daylight for our delighted recognition.